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LAW ENFORCEMENT

Improving police
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New software changes
policing operations
in Beltrami County

By Bethany Wesley
Pioneer Staff Writer

A Beltrami County sheriff’s
deputy stops a vehicle speed-
ing along state Highway 89.
The male driver does not
have his driver’s license on
him, so he writes down his
name and date of birth.

The deputy returns to his
squad and types in the infor-
mation on a laptop mounted
in the center consol. The
computer instantly provides
a driving record and, with
one Kkeystroke, a photo-
graph.

The deputy realizes,
“That’s not him.”

The driver, once truly iden-
tified, is soon arrested for
driving on a suspended
license and giving a peace
officer a false name.

The 47-year-old man had
claimed to be his 27-year-old
son. There certainly was a
resemblance: same skin
tone, same facial structure.
They even had similar mus-
taches. But the deputy felt
something was off. The driv-

were given a description of a
photo by phone.

The driver in the scenario
described likely would have
received a verbal warning
and been on his way.

But things changed Sept.
14 for the Bemidji Police
Department and Beltrami
County Sheriff’s Office. Both
agencies then went live with
anew computer system, Law
Enforcement  Technology
Group.

LETG was founded by a
former Minnesota police offi-
cer and has 12 integrations
with state agencies and their
computer systems.

Previously, local law
enforcement relied on Cody,
a program implemented in
Beltrami County in 1995 and
based out of Pennsylvania.
Cody never integrated with
Minnesota state agencies,
and because of that, local law
enforcement officers and
staff were continually enter-
ing the same information on
the same case up to three
times into different systems.
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